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ATHA’S PURPOSE


To gather and provide information regarding
the building of and dwelling in tiny houses in
Australia



To promote a healthy social and community
environment conducive to tiny house
building and dwelling



To educate and collaborate with members
promoting tiny house quality and safety



To network with related government
agencies, educational institutions,
development organisations, and private
industry to address these stated purposes



To advocate for and work towards the
legitimisation of tiny houses across all levels
of government



To fundraise to support the above activities.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Where has the last year gone! ATHA’s presence as the go to place for questions, interviews
and articles on moveable tiny houses has grown substantially this last year, not only from the
increased exposure of moveable tiny houses but also the increased demand for these due in
part to Covid related pressures on housing.
ATHA has clarified our focus area to ensure that members and the public understand the
barriers that ATHA is trying to breakdown in the regulatory sphere. We are focused on
moveable tiny homes ie tiny homes on wheels and skids, whilst tiny homes (small homes) on
foundations are largely recognised and accepted in planning and building regulations.
The moveable feature of the tiny house often groups them in with caravans, yet caravans are
recreational vehicles and not designed for permanent dwelling.
ATHA has experienced significant growth in the Committee and State Leads, which has enabled
the Committee and State Leads to have dedicated roles, whilst also working collaboratively on
national initiatives. It has been my pleasure to see everyone working together constructively to
help realise the ATHA goals.

We have experienced membership growth in business members that have products and
services that support tiny house builders and dwellers, yet the growth in individual
membership does not reflect the thousands of people on tiny house FB pages around Australia
and our challenge is to harness this enthusiasm and interest in tiny houses as members of the
Association, as together we are stronger and can champion for change.
ATHA supports sensible regulation that will allow for the acceptance of living permanently in
moveable tiny houses at the State and Local level. In working towards this ATHA has:


Developed an Alternative Local Law for the occupation of moveable tiny houses for a
minimum 5 year period



Developed a Tiny House Construction Guide to provide guidance on the safe construction
of a moveable tiny house, which when used can assist in the obtainment of a building
permit when secured to the ground.



Three members of the ATHA Committee on a global working group to discuss the
potential for developing a global tiny house construction standard, under ASTM, which is
an international standards organisation.

ATHA has been working solidly on creating a strategy to focus our efforts, consolidating the
ATHA brand and this has extended to a new website, media kit, logo updates, brochures,
presentation templates and increasing social media presence.
The website features an array of documents and resources, membership directory and
member to member offering, membership signup, information about us and the Tiny House
Champion campaign and much more.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
In the public realm ATHA Committee and State Leads have been busy with answering questions
from members, being interviewed by journalists, presenting at Tiny house forums and
representing ATHA at Expos.
We have made submissions that bring moveable tiny houses to consideration in:


Federal Inquiry on Barriers to Affordable Housing



Victoria - Social and Affordable Housing



Victoria - Surf Coast Shire - Amendment to Local Law and Social Housing Strategy



Tasmania - Huon Valley - Amendment to By-Law



New South Wales - Regional Housing Taskforce

We have presented at:


Tiny House Planning reform - April



Tiny House Local Law - Surf Coast Shire - April



Offgrid Festival - April



Tiny House Global Conference - March and October



US Tiny House Festival - July



QLD Tiny Homes Expo - October

Our work this year has culminated in the launch of the Tiny House Champion campaign, which
is our largest advocacy campaign ever and includes the development of a position paper that
includes a background and 3 actions for regulatory reform. We have been consolidating
partnership support with likeminded organisations and academics, sending letters to all
Australian Local Governments, State and Federal Ministers and Opposition Spokespersons and
Shadow Ministers for housing, planning, women and community to raise the awareness of
moveable tiny house and the barriers that are limiting permanent living in them.
Thank you for your ongoing support and thank you to all the ATHA Committee and State Leads,
which without their work we would not be able to achieve the necessary work that the
Association undertakes on behalf of members.

Looking forward to seeing what the next exciting ATHA year brings!
Janine Strachan
President

ATHA’S TEAM
This financial year saw a number of changes to Executive, State Leads and Committee Members.
We would like to thank everyone for the valued contributions and time.
As you are aware all of ATHA’s roles are volunteer and without all of our volunteers ATHA
couldn't exist. During this financial year a number of new positions were created to help to lessen
the workload by volunteers and were recruited via Expressions of Interest (EOI). Prior to this
year’s AGM EOI’s were called for all Executive Committee positions.
ATHA continues to be looking for State Leads in ACT and SA. Sadly in 2022 our long time South
Australian State Lead Peter Willems will be moving interstate - thank you Peter for all of your
drive, passion and support of ATHA in SA over the years.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

POSITION

Janine Strachan

President

John Cameron

Vice President

Martin Vana

Treasurer

Tanya Clifton

Secretary

COMMITTEE

POSITION

Ric Butler

Events

Lynda Mackillican

Digital Brand

Aimee Rapone

Membership Coordinator

Marg Hilliard

Campaign Administration Coordinator

Rose Wells

Social Media

Paul Kenna

Victoria & Tasmania State Lead

Wayne Reid

Victoria Planning Lead

Peter Willems

South Australia State Lead

Sylvia Tokic

Western Australia State Lead

Mel Sparkles

Queensland State Lead

Tony Kynn

Queensland State Lead - Support

Peter Wigley

New South Wales State Lead

Daniel Zarpellon

Building Advisor

Stephanie Brokenshire

Western Australia Planning Advisor

ATHA FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS AT 30 JUNE 2021

ATHA FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2021
2021

Last Year

Opening Balance at 1 July 2020

5,297.05

2,229.61

Closing Balance at 30 June 2021

7,150.09

5,297.05

7,362.46

6,328.63

INCOME
Memberships
Other Revenue

TOTAL INCOME

-

7,362.46

3.80

6,332.43

EXPENSES
Advertising
ASIC Fees
Bank Charges
Event Expenses

441.70
439.15
27.84
-

2,035.20
15.97
79.00

Flowers
General Expenses
Legal Fees
ALGA Database Expense
Software
Website Expenses

526.27
141.80
1,611.11
2,420.95

148.85
250.00
531.98
203.88

TOTAL EXPENSES

5,608.82

3,264.88

NET GAIN FOR YEAR

1,753.64

3,067.55

MEMBER TO MEMBER OFFERING - PILOT SCHEME
In August, the Executive resolved to increase its revenue base and at the same time raise the
value proposition of ATHA membership by implementing an on line advertising initiative.
The mechanics were simple. Corporate Australian Tiny House members were invited to
present short form advertisements that included a discount or bonus offer that would be
exclusive to ATHA members. Advertisers had to produce an offer that represented a value of at
least the price of an ATHA membership. It was thus envisaged that income would not only be
generated by our advertisers but also through more individuals taking out memberships in
order to qualify for the offers.
The pilot scheme began on October 1 and is scheduled to conclude on December 31, 2021.
The response from our corporate members has been very encouraging. On the website,
members will now see offers from 8 different organisations that are relevant to tiny house
owners and builders. In pure dollar terms, it has led to two entities joining as corporates and
seven entities paying a $200 advertising fee (one entity was provided a free advertisement in
recognition of wonderful services provided gratis to the ATHA). Net identifiable gross benefit
so far is $1,660.
I can report that general Membership Revenue for October 2021 was $1,439.93 as opposed to
$700 in October 2020 which provides an indication that the Member to Member offer may well
have helped motivate more people to join.
Towards the end of the pilot, our advertisers will be asked to provide feedback on whether
their participation has been beneficial in terms of incremental sales. If this has been the case
then this revenue stream will only grow in the future. So please check out our page of offers
and if you are in the market for anything listed, please take advantage of the offers. Your
support produces a win for all parties.

Martin Vana - Treasurer

MEMBERSHIP
ATHA membership is open to individuals and to business. Membership fees cost:


Individual $50



Business $130

Members can gain access to a wealth of resources and guidance for buying, building and living in
a moveable Tiny House on Wheels or Skids.
Our member-to-member benefit program provides a range of discounts and special offers.
Individual members can potentially recoup more than the cost of joining through exclusive
savings. Businesses can promote their goods and services to our members and our subscriber
base.
This year we introduced a FREE subscriber option, which allows people access to ATHA and
industry news. We are very keen to work on converting our subscribers across to members in the
New Year, giving us strength in numbers and a much stronger voice when advocating. We
encourage anyone who is thinking about becoming a member who reads this report if possible to
join and support us in the work that ATHA does. Money received from membership fees is what
supports ATHA to keep our internals running, such as our website, subscription fees and other
costs as per our financial statements. We run on a very limited budget, that we manage to stretch
to cover costs for event attendance such as fees, costs of promotional materials and our banners
etc. Also in 2022 you can expect to be able to purchase some ATHA merchandise, stay tuned to
the website for the release of this. We will be adding no additional costs to the products so they
get to you, our members, for the best price possible.

Fig 1. Membership via State

Fig 2. Membership
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CHAMPIONING MOVEABLE
TINY HOUSES ON WHEELS AND
SKIDS AS AN AFFORDABLE
HOUSING SOLUTION

ATHA’S Tiny House Champions campaign advocates for recognition and for the legalisation of
living permanently in a moveable tiny house.
Our Tiny House Champions support the recognition and acceptance of Tiny Houses on Wheels
and Skids as a realistic and affordable form of permanent housing in Australia and as
a legitimate housing typology in planning schemes, building legislation and local laws.

Who are the Tiny House Champions?
Our Tiny House Champions are people from all walks of life and professions who feel that
everyone has the right to have an adequate standard of living, and particularly in housing
choices.
Tiny House Champions support the call to action to modernise Australia’s planning and building
system to recognise this housing typology and provide clear direction for its placement, design
and construction.

Our Organisational Tiny House Champions So Far ...

Housing is a Human Right
Toowoomba Region
Ellisa Parker, Founder/Coordinator

CHAMPIONING MOVEABLE
TINY HOUSES ON WHEELS AND
SKIDS AS AN AFFORDABLE
HOUSING SOLUTION
Our Tiny House Academics & Professional Champions So Far ...

Dr Heather Shearer
Research Fellow
Cities Research Institute
Griffith University

Associate Professor Anitra
Nelson
Honorary Principal Fellow
Melbourne Sustainable
Society Institute, Melbourne
School of Design
University of Melbourne

Dr Marcus Phipps
Senior Lecturer
Department of Management
& Marketing
Faculty of Business &
Economics
University of Melbourne

Professor Anne Steinemann
Professor of Engineering
Chair of Sustainable
Infrastructure, College of
Science and Engineering
James Cook University

Dr Dang Nguyen
Consultant Psychiatrist
(MBBS, MPsych, FRANZCP)
Health Wise Innovations
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HOUSING SOLUTION
Vision Statement
Australian housing affordability is in crisis, affecting all parts of Australia, in regional, rural and city
locations. The Australian Government recognises that “Everyone has the right to an adequate standard of
living including adequate food, water and housing and to the continuous improvement of living conditions.” (International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights ICESAR Article 11 & Australian
Human Rights Commission).
Tiny House Champions seek the recognition and acceptance of Tiny Houses on Wheels and Skids as a
realistic and affordable form of permanent housing in Australia and as a new housing typology in planning
schemes, building legislation and local laws across Australia.

Background: Real housing that meets a real need
Tiny House Champions believe that Tiny Houses on Wheels and Skids can provide a realistic and
affordable housing solution and help to tackle the housing affordability crisis in Australia.
Tiny House Champions believe that people should have a greater choice about how they want to live and
the home that delivers them with housing security, whilst meeting their lifestyle needs.
Tiny House Champions recognise that Tiny Houses on Wheels and Skids will not suit everyone, but with
the growing number of people experiencing homelessness and insecure housing, this form of housing on
a moveable base should be seen as a legitimate contribution to Australia’s housing typology.
A significant barrier for many people seeking permanent housing is the price of land. Yet residential, rural
and farming land is often under utilised and could become part of a sharing economy providing security
for both owner and tenant through a formal land tenancy arrangement.
There is a shortfall in affordable rental accommodation across Australia, not just in the big cities but also
in rural and regional areas. Seasonal farm workers, hospitality and support staff in tourist centres, and
low to middle income earners often struggle to find accommodation in locations where market forces
such as short-term holiday rentals limit supply or high demand leads to rents that are beyond their
means.

The public housing waitlists are long and the housing stock does not always fit the needs of people who
seek a home. They often provide a one size fits all solution meaning they may overlook the needs for
ageing in place, single parent families, or people with physical and mental disabilities. Private rental
housing is under the same affordability pressures as owner-occupied housing. Existing rental housing
stock offers a limited range of housing types and sizes, which is often unsuitable for sole occupants and an
individual’s household needs.
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The Australian and Housing and Urban Research Institute (AHURI) in their Public Housing renewal and
social mix policy brief dated 17 August 2020 has found that Australia has a shortfall of 478,800 of
affordable and available private rental dwellings for lower income households in 2016. As of June 2019
there was a public housing waitlist of 148,520. It also highlights that public housing stock is not fit for
today’s tenants with 57% of public housing single person households; 16% of public housing was
underutilised in 2016 in that there were two or more bedrooms than there were residents and 1 out of 3
social housing households have at least one member with a disability.
Moveable tiny houses can also provide a timely and affordable housing response in times of natural
disasters where houses are damaged or destroyed. A ready supply of moveable tiny houses could provide
a practical, fast track response to emergency housing.
Australians forced to couch-surf, live in their car, in shelters, or on the streets, is not something a caring
society can ignore.
This crisis continues - all whilst there is serviced land and community services available for the placement
of Tiny Houses on Wheels and Skids and there are landowners willing to share their land.

Problem
Moveable tiny houses are not a transportable home currently covered under regulations and they are not
a recreational vehicle like a caravan, yet they may be connected to a trailer (or skid base). If they are not
connected to the ground then they are not a typical house for the purposes of existing state and territory
laws. Moveable tiny houses are not defined or recognised in any State Planning Legislation; the National
Construction Code; or national vehicle regulations.
Local government laws around the country also differ, but the majority of local councils would deem a
moveable tiny house as a caravan hence restricting their use as a permanent dwelling.
Moveable tiny houses are not recognised as a building under the National Construction Code. Similarly,
they are not defined in state and territory building legislation as a ‘building’, therefore if they are not
connected to the land they do not trigger building approval requirements.
The lack of definition and regulatory provisions for moveable tiny houses results in many people choosing
to live in moveable homes ‘under the radar’ with a fear of being asked to move on, but with no lawful
alternative. On the other hand, those who seek a pathway through the planning and building system
often get confusing responses from authorities and so become frustrated by the inability of the system to
recognise the nature of these homes and more importantly the potential they offer as a realistic and
affordable housing solution.
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Solution
The position paper will form part of the advocacy work with Federal and State Ministers and Opposition
Spokespersons, Local Government Associations and Australian Local Governments Three key reforms are
needed to deliver a genuine policy response for moveable tiny houses in Australia.






To implement nationally consistent state and local planning provisions that define moveable tiny
houses and permit their placement on any land where conventional dwelling houses are currently
permissible.
To establish recognition in building legislation of moveable tiny houses as ‘dwellings’ suitable for
permanent occupation.
To promote technical design and construction methods that reflect the unique attributes of
moveable tiny houses.

Who are Tiny House Champions?
Tiny House Champions are people from all walks of life and professions who feel that everyone has the
right to have an adequate standard of living, and particularly in housing choices.
Tiny House Champions support the call to action to modernize Australia’s planning and building system to
recognise this housing typology and provide clear direction for its placement, design and construction.

How to Become a Tiny House Champion?
ATHA wants to highlight the Alliances created and there is a campaign page on our website recognising
Tiny House Champions who sign up. To sign up please send the details below to: admin@tinyhouse.org.au



Council/Business/Organisation/Association/Company: Your name, title and logo
Academics and Professionals: Your name and title

Please note that any information and logos provided by supporters, will be displayed on our website and
used throughout the Campaign.
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