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ATHA’s PURPOSE 
 To gather and provide information regarding 

the building of and dwelling in tiny houses in 

Australia 

 To promote a healthy social and community 

environment conducive to tiny house        

building and dwelling 

 To educate and collaborate with members 

promoting tiny house quality and safety 

 To network with related government         

agencies, educational institutions,                           

development organisations, and private             

industry to address these stated purposes 

 To advocate for and work towards the                  

legitimisation of tiny houses across all levels 

of government 

 To fundraise to support the above activities.  
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

ATHA has continued to focus on advocating for the legalisation of living in moveable tiny homes ie. tiny 

homes on wheels and skids (THOW/S), whilst tiny homes (small homes) on foundations are largely         

recognised and accepted in planning and building regulations. This period has seen us lobby the Federal 

political parties in the lead up to and post the Federal election; advocacy to State Governments, Local 

Governments and their State Associations.  

This moveable feature of the tiny house often groups them in with caravans, yet caravans are                                   

recreational vehicles and not designed for permanent dwelling.  

ATHA has experienced continued growth in the Committee and State Leads, which has enabled the            

Committee and State Leads to have dedicated roles, whilst also working collaboratively on national                   

initiatives. The collaboration amongst the Committee and State Leads helps to realise the ATHA goals.  

We have experienced membership growth in business members that have products and services that 

support tiny house builders and dwellers, yet the growth in individual membership does not reflect the 

thousands of people on tiny house Facebook pages around Australia and our continued challenge is to 

harness this enthusiasm and interest in tiny houses as members of the Association, as together we are 

stronger and can champion for change. 

ATHA supports sensible regulation that will allow for the acceptance of living permanently in moveable 

tiny houses at the State and Local level. In working towards this ATHA has: 

• Circulated our Alternative Local Law for the occupation of moveable tiny houses for a minimum 5 

year period to all 565 Local Councils in Australia. 

• Developed a Wastewater Management Guide to provide guidance on the regulatory considerations 

for the safe management of wastewater generation.  

• Released the ATHA Trailer Guide - prepared by Fred Schulz. 

• Represented the interests of Australian tiny house builders and occupiers in a global alliance for 

approval to establish a tiny house construction standards committee, under ASTM, which is an               

international standards organisation. 

• Formulated ideas for the principle of a tiny house parking spot for advocacy. 

• Commenced exploration for a national tiny house insurance package.  

ATHA has been delivering on the ATHA strategy to focus our efforts and has continued to consolidate the 

ATHA brand across brochures, presentations and social media presence.  

The website has resulted in a series of revisions that included a carousel structure for the promotion of 

business member deals, Tiny House Champion signatories, news articles, media kit, guides, submissions 

and other publications. It continues to provide members with a wealth of knowledge and guidance in 

their tiny house journey.  

 



In the public realm the ATHA Committee and State Leads have been busy answering questions from 

members and being interviewed by journalists for our position on issues arising in the media.  

ATHA has had presence at the Brisbane, Melbourne and Sydney Tiny House Expos over the 2021/22 

period.  

ATHA have presented at: 

• Tiny Homes Expos in Brisbane and Melbourne 

ATHA’s work this year continued with the promotion of the Tiny House Champion campaign where we 

provided information to all Australian Local Councils. ATHA continues to seek partnership support with 

likeminded organisations and academics/professionals to raise the awareness of moveable tiny            

houses and the barriers that are limiting permanent living in them.  

Additional Organisational Tiny House Champions are: 

• Great Escape Finance 

Additional Academic and Professional Tiny House Champions are: 

• Dr Mittul Vahanvati, Convenor of Climate Change Transformations Program Centre for Urban  

Research, RMIT University 

I thank everyone for their ongoing support and in particular all the ATHA Committee and State Leads, 

which without their hard work ATHA would not be able to achieve the necessary work that the               

Association undertakes on behalf of members.  

Janine Strachan 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Janine Strachan, President 

 

             John Cameron, Vice President 
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It has been another big year for your Association, with massive efforts and tremendous achievements 

by our Committee, State Leads and Volunteers. Here are some of the highlights.  

 

Natural disasters and a pandemic 

As Covid 19 restrictions begin to fade away, relentless rain seems to have stepped up to impact on the 

lives and livelihoods of so many. Our thoughts and sympathies go out to all those individuals and   

communities impacted by floods. Not so long ago it was bushfires! 

Regions in New South Wales and Queensland are facing hard decisions about re-building in flood 

affected areas, with the possibility of relocating entire towns being debated. New South Wales has   

introduced temporary provisions allowing people to live in their tiny homes permanently during the 

recovery period. We are hopeful that this temporary provision will open the door to permanent tiny 

house living going forward.  

Natural disasters are also impacting on the crisis of homelessness across Australia. Tiny homes have 

enormous potential to become a new housing typology in Australia that can take pressure off the 

mainstream housing supply chain. They are not a panacea, but they can make a significant difference, 

provided government is willing to look outside the box.  

 

Submissions Made 

Committee and State Leads have collaborated to produce submissions to government at local, state 

and federal level during the year. It is vital that we keep reminding our politicians and bureaucrats 

about the potential benefits of tiny house living for all Australians. These submissions play a part in 

“getting on the radar”.  

ATHA Submissions this year include: 

• Huon Valley By-Law Submission (TAS) - Tiny Houses - July 2021 

• Local Law Amendment Submission Surf Coast Shire (VIC) - August 2021 

• Submission to the (Federal) Inquiry into housing affordability and supply in Australia - September 

2021 

• Submission to the Regional Housing Taskforce (NSW) - October 2021 

• Submission to the (Federal) Housing and Homelessness Agreement Review - February 2022 

• Social and Affordable Housing Strategy Submission (VIC) - June 2022 
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Event Representation 

Members and volunteers have represented ATHA at several events during the year, including maintaining 

an ongoing presence and support for the Tiny Homes Expos. 

• Melbourne Tiny Homes Expo - March 2022 - great turn out, beautiful weather, fabulous volunteers! 

• Queensland Tiny Homes Expo - May 2022 - Mel Sparkles presentation on her tiny house journey 

was very well received by an audience keen to hear of the experiences of others. 

• Western Australian Transition Bridgetown Event - May 2022 - Sue Daley and Jo Maiolo represented 

ATHA. Follow on outcomes look to be encouraging, including discussions with John Carey (WA            

Minister for Housing; Lands; Homelessness; Local Government) who advised that there is a reform 

being discussed which may benefit tiny houses. We look forward to hearing more about positive             

developments in the West.  

 

Lobbying Activities 

Your Committee and State Leads have been actively lobbying government at all levels, elected                     

representatives and bureaucrats. Face to face meetings, virtual meetings, attending public forums,   

emailing, letter writing and social media activity, we’ve been doing it all! Results? At an individual level 

most politicians and bureaucrats seem quite enthusiastic about tiny homes, indeed Bryce Langston’s          

Living Big in a Tiny House YouTube channel is very popular with many. The biggest barrier right now 

seems to stem from the lack of a definition of a tiny home; is it a building or a caravan, or something 

else? “They are not in my portfolio remit” is a common response. “Government doesn’t pick winners” is 

another. Such tunnel vision is unfortunate, but not unexpected, so we continue to chip away by turning 

up and being heard whenever the opportunity arises. Of all levels of government, it is local government 

where I feel our best chances lie. Local government can develop local laws and policies to remove                  

existing barriers to permanent living in a tiny home. 

 

Summing Up 

I would like to thank all of our State Leads, Committee members and volunteers for their enthusiasm and 

passion for tiny houses and their ongoing support of this Association. We have collectively put in a           

massive effort in this past year and our outputs are impressive with some really encouraging                              

developments emerging. There is much more to be done and it will likely be years before tiny houses are 

accepted for permanent occupation across Australia, so we continue to need your support going                     

forward. I am hopeful that in the year ahead we will see a handful of local government areas introduce 

tiny house friendly local laws and policies. When this happens, I think it will be the beginning of a               

wholesale revolution across local government around the country, once others see a few councils                

benefiting from allowing tiny homes without it causing the sky to fall.  

John Cameron 

Vice President 
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ATHA’S TEAM 

All of ATHA’s roles are volunteer and without all of our volunteers ATHA couldn't exist. We would like to 

acknowledge all in our team who give freely of their time, their knowledge and skills. We thank you for 

your valued contributions and ongoing support. 

This financial year saw a few changes in some of the Committee Members and State Leads. We would   

like to acknowledge Aimee Rapone who worked tirelessly as our Membership Coordinator,  especially 

during the time of the website being rebuilt and updated. We thank Vicki Sinclair, Melinda Norris, Peter 

Willems and Anna Kalkanas, all who were in the role of State Leads throughout the year.  

Below is a list of current position holders as at 30th June 2022. ATHA continues to be looking for State 

Leads in ACT and SA.  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  POSITION 

Janine Strachan  President 

John Cameron Vice President 

Martin Vana Treasurer 

Tanya Clifton  Secretary 

COMMITTEE  POSITION  

Ric Butler   Events 

Lynda Mackillican  Digital Brand 

Vacant  @ 30/6/2022 Membership Coordinator 

Marg Hilliard Campaign Administration Coordinator 

Paul Kenna Law Victoria & Tasmania State Lead 

Wayne Reid Victoria Planning Lead 

Vacant @30/6/2022 South Australia State Lead 

Sue Daley & Joe Maiolo 
Jayson Miragliotta  

Western Australia State Leads 

 

Stephanie Brokenshire Western Australia Planning Advisor 

Peter Wigley New South Wales State Lead 

Mel Sparkles Queensland State Lead 

Tony Kynn Queensland State Lead - Support 

Daniel Zarpellon Building Advisor  



ATHA FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS AT 30 JUNE 2022 

            

  

ATHA FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR YEAR ENDED                           
30 JUNE 2022   

        

    2022  2021    

  Opening Balance at 1 July 2021   7,150.09 5,297.05    

  Closing Balance at 30 June 2022 15,426.16 7,150.09    

          

  INCOME        
  Memberships 15,986.75 7,362.46    
  Advertising   1,400.00             

  Other Revenue        

  TOTAL INCOME 17,386.75 7,362.46       

          

  EXPENSES        
  Advertising   1,821.17   441.70    

  ASIC Fees        439.15    

  Bank Charges            27.84    
  Conference Expenses                    

  Consumer Affairs       60.10           

  Council List Purchase     165.00     
  General Expenses                526.27        
  HIA Membership     790.00           
  Insurance  1,813.16           

  Legal Fees     141.80    

 Postage       57.19    

 Software  1,486.02 1,611.11   

 Website Expenses  2,918.04 2,420.95   

      

      

  TOTAL EXPENSES  9,110.68 5,608.82    

          

  NET GAIN FOR YEAR  8,276.07 1,753.64    

            



MEMBERSHIP 2021 - 22 

 

  

Membership Numbers July 2021 – June 2022 

Business Individual Subscribers 

64 111 231 

ATHA has two paid membership categories: 

• Individual $50 

• Business $130 

Members can gain access to a wealth of resources and guidance for buying, building and living in a 

moveable THOW/S. 

Membership fees support ATHA to cover costs such as our website, subscriptions fees, insurance and  

promotional materials.  



TINY HOMES EXPO  

www.tinyhomesexpo.com.au 

Lance and Phae from Tiny Home Expo would like to thank the Australian Tiny House Association for 
their support during 2022 - where 6 Tiny Home Events have been held across Australia. 
 
The Expo has seen tremendous growth in size and popularity - however, most importantly, it is the 
comradery, networking opportunity and connection that the Tiny Home industry is achieving through 
the Expos, that has made the event so special. 
 
In 2023, 7 Expos are planned including: 
 
• Geelong 
• Hawkesbury Showgrounds 
• Toowoomba 
• Canberra 
• Brisbane 
• Melbourne  
• Adelaide 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A snapshot of the connections being built by Tiny Homes Expo with ATHA:  
 

Redcliffe TH Expo 

Brisbane TH Expo Melbourne TH Expo 

“Hi Phae 
 
 … I just wanted to touch base and let you know that I volunteered for a few hours on the 
ATHA stand on Saturday. I didn’t have a chance to look at the expo … though the options and 
offerings were impressive.  
 
So your super kind offering of a a promo ticket last year, has had a massive ripple on effect … 
tiny home purchase and now me paying it forward by volunteering with the ATHA crew (I am 
also a paid member). So thank you again. 
 
Kind regards Nic” 



E: admin@tinyhouse.org.au  W: www.tinyhouse.org.au 

 

ATHA would like to thank all of our business            

members and individual members for their ongoing 

support. We hope that you will encourage other      

likeminded people to join us and support the work 

ATHA is doing. 

The more members we have, the  

stronger our voice is.  


